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EAGLE SCOUT CEREMONY

Opening - Minette





Master of Ceremonies 
Good evening.  My name is _____________and I am pleased to serve as master of ceremonies for this Eagle Scout ceremony as we honor our Troop’s newest Eagle Scout, ___________. I would like to welcome all of our guests here this evening and introduce several of those who will be participating in tonight’s ceremony. 

· Our state representative _______ joins us this evening…. as well as
· ___________, our district executives from the Five Rivers Council.
Master of Ceremonies

Everyone please rise while the senior patrol leader leads the troop in presenting the colors and reciting both the Pledge of Allegiance and the Boy Scout Oath.

 SPL: Troop 19 Please present the colors. 

                 (you lead pledge of allegiance followed by the scout oath) 

Everyone may be seated.         (you sit down also)
Master of Ceremonies
At this time I would ask ____________, our charter member representative, to open our ceremony by giving the invocation.

Invocation    





                       Charter Member
We give thanks to you for allowing us to be here this evening to honor ______and acknowledge his Eagle Scout advancement. We pray that ___________accomplishments will inspire others, to follow his lead and strive for excellence in their own lives.
We are thankful for the Boy Scouts of America and the opportunities it provides young men to develop skills, friendships, leadership and character.   
For this we pray, Amen.
Master of Ceremonies
I would like to invite BSA DISTRICT REP to officially open our Eagle Scout Court of Honor.    (Master of Ceremonies sits)
Court of Honor Opening Remarks

     
BSA District. Exec.
________ will speak of the work it requires to attain the rank of Eagle Scout
Master of Ceremonies

 


Lighting of Candles
At this time I’d like to ask Senior Patrol Leader, __________  to join me.

The candle which is lit represents Scout Spirit and ________ will light the remaining twelve candles which represent the twelve points of the Scout Law. 
master of ceremonies slowly reads scout law while candles are being lit
A Scout is:

· Trustworthy, 
Loyal,

Helpful,       


Friendly,

· Courteous, 

Kind,


Obedient


Cheerful

· Thrifty

Brave


Clean


and
Reverent
________ Please light the remaining three middle candles which represent the three points of the scout oath. To do my duty to God, to help others and the keep oneself physically, mentally and morally straight.   

____________ sits down
Master of Ceremonies
Many people think Boy Scouts spend all their time building fires and earning badges. But scouting is really about building character and learning life skills.
A recent boy scout survey found that the vast majority of men who’d been Scouts for at least five years believe Scouting taught them some pretty important values: to always tell the truth, to be a team player, to take care of the environment, to respect the life and property of others, to take pride in America, to respect the elderly and to have confidence in their own abilities. 
In fact, 99 percent of those long-term Scouts said Scouting helps built character.
There are many tangible benefits to being in Scouting. Former Scouts are more likely to own their own homes, more likely to graduate from college, and more likely to earn higher salaries, they are more likely to attend religious services, more likely to vote in every election and more likely to support charities. 
They’re also more likely to become leaders. Just consider some of the men who’ve achieved Scouting’s highest rank over the years: Hank Aaron, Neil Armstrong, Stephen Breyer, Gerald Ford, Bill Gates, Steven Spielberg, Sam Walton and lets not forget the host of Dirty Jobs, Mike Rowe…who our Eagle Scout has seen in person at two of the boy scout jamborees.
We know what those men accomplished after becoming Eagle Scouts. We can only imagine what _____ will accomplish in the years to come….
So without further ado, it is now time for the highlight of our program, the presentation of the Eagle Scout award.  I’d like to ask Scoutmaster John Johnson to come forward and present the Eagle Badge.
(Master of ceremonies may be seated)
The Presentation of the Eagle Badge

Scoutmaster:  
Have you ever met a man who said “boy am I glad I quit the boy scouts when I was a kid.”? …

Probably not…all the men I have ever talked to have said “I wish I hadn’t quit when I was a scout” or “I made it all the way to life scout, I wish I hadn’t quit”. It takes years of hard work and dedication to become an Eagle Scout. 
That is something EAGLE SCOUT has accomplished. He did not give up on himself … he did not quit.
Of course he didn’t do it on his own. It takes encouragement and commitment from both the scouts and from their families. ________ has been in scouting since he was a tiger cub and has worked his way up through the ranks….from Tenderfoot through to Eagle. He has earned 31 merit badges, has served in troop leadership positions and has spent many hours serving the community.  

  In all… ________ has completed 325 different requirements in order to stand here tonight. 

So what is an Eagle Scout? Well, to quote the Scoutmasters handbook:

“He is a young man who is qualified to help others as well as take care of himself. His badge is not a decoration, but rather a symbol of knowledge and ability.”
To become an Eagle Scout ______ had to complete an Eagle Scout service project and I would ask him to speak about his project and what being a scout has meant to him.

Honor guard would you please escort _______forward?

Honoree:  Talk about what he has learned in program, his community service project, etc.   DIM LIGHTS FOR _______’S SLIDE SHOW
Scoutmaster: 





       CHARGE
(SM may read this or insert another charge)
Becoming an Eagle Scout is a great honor, it is also a great responsibility. 
Now it is my job to tell you how to turn that success into even more. So how can you be successful? What’s the secret? It’s simple….be a failure. Yes that’s right a failure.

That may seem like strange advice, but when you think about it, you’ve been failing ever since you became a Scout.

Do you remember the first time you tried to start a fire? Or what about your first time as camp cook, was the food perfect?

Let me remind you, you are not the only one who has ever failed. Thomas Edison discovered 1,800 ways NOT to make a light bulb before he invented one that actually worked. Michael Jordan…he was cut from his high school basketball team. Abraham Lincoln dropped out of school and lost 4 elections before becoming President of the United States.

But these men never let their failures get them down. Instead they learned from their mistakes, they improved themselves and went on to enjoy great success. So don’t be afraid to make mistakes, don’t be afraid to fail. 
Remember, if you’ve tried to do something and failed, you’re much better off than if you’d tried to do nothing … and you succeeded!
Scoutmaster:            





Eagle Scout Promise
The words of the Eagle Scout Promise are similar to those you have said so many times before, tonight they will mean more to you than they ever have.  When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your oath with the words which closed the Declaration of Independence.  

I’d like all Eagle Scouts in the audience to stand at this time and rededicate themselves by repeating the Eagle Scout Promise with our new Eagle Scouts.  
Please make the Scout sign and repeat after me:


I reaffirm my allegiance ….

To the three promises,   of the Scout Oath. 


I thoughtfully recognize


And take upon myself


The obligations and responsibilities


Of an Eagle Scout.


On my honor I will do my best


To make my training and example, 


My rank and my influence


Count strongly for better Scouting 


And for better citizenship,


In my troop,


In my community,


And in my contacts with other people


To this I pledge my sacred honor.

Two.  
Please be seated (to the other Eagle Scouts in attendance)
Scoutmaster:  Would the honor guard please escort the candidate’s parents forward.

Addressing the honoree:    
___________, your parents have undoubtedly been your primary source of help and strength.  No one will ever know the unnumbered acts of self-sacrifice from your mother.  
  I’d like your mother to pin the Eagle medals on your uniforms.  (She does so)

In recognition of your mother’s devotion, please present her with the Eagle mother’s pin. (scout pins on mother’s pin)

Your father has been a source of much advice and guidance along the path to Eagle, so I’d like him to present the Eagle Scout certificate to you  (he does so)

In return, please present your father with the Eagle tie tack.  (he does so)
(Facing the audience)  And now, it gives me great pleasure to present to you our newest Eagle Scouts, ____________.   (applause)
SM shakes hands with both and parents and SM sits.
Master of Ceremonies:  I would like to ask State Representative _____________ to say a few words followed by ___________ our committee chair.
Citation Presentations:



STATE REP
Flag Presentation:




COMM CHAIR
CLOSING:
Master of Ceremonies:  Tonight has been a special night. Thank you all for coming and participating in this wonderful event. We invite you to stay and enjoy dessert and to congratulate our newest Eagle Scout. Let’s give _________ one more round of applause.
